
Know the Risks: 
Poison Exposure 
Data Snapshot poisonhelp.hrsa.gov

Other Common Exposure Risks:

Pesticides Animal Bites 
& Stings

Plants & 
Mushrooms

Carbon 
Monoxide

Household
Products

17%
of exposures occur 
through the skin, 
eyes, and lungs.

57%
involve medications
and pharmaceuticals.

3%
 unknown

80%
of exposures
involve swallowing 
a substance.

NEARLY

4%

6%

7%

Data* reported from the American Association of Poison Control Centers’ National Poison Data System (2014)**
*   All data has been rounded to the nearest percentage point.
** Mowry JB, Spyker DA, Brooks DE, McMillan N, Schauben JL. 2014 Annual Report of the American Association of Poison Control Centers’ National Poison Data System (NPDS): 
    31st Annual Report. Clin Toxicol (Phila). 2015


